I report on nectar sources used by the tropical hairstreak butterfly Eumaeus atala atala Poey and the subspecies E. atala florida Röber (Lycaenidae: Lepidoptera), including those that have not been published previously. In addition to the importance and presence of larval host plants, availability of nectar sources for adults is also important in establishing viable populations. I also list the current conservation status of the atala butterfly as determined by 4 Florida State conservation agencies. The atala butterfly is a species almost wholly dependent on domestic gardens for its survival now because of the lack of wild lands in South Florida.
Reintroduction of the atala butterfly is vital to its recovery from a vulnerable status. This article will facilitate conservation and restoration efforts for this species of special concern, as well as encourage cultivation of butterfly gardens.
Eumaeus atala florida is locally abundant when both nectar sources and larval food plants are available, but is otherwise rare. I have researched the nectar plants for the atala that have been documented previously in scientific journals and in popular articles, presenting them here as one unit. I have used the names of plants as originally recorded by those authors, although I have updated plant names that have changed. Plant taxonomy is according to Wunderlin (1998 ) and/or Correll & Correll (1996 . Previously unrecorded nectar sources come from field observations over a period of 18 months from May 2003 to Sep 2005.
In Table 1 , the nectar sources by family, genus and species (with original citations footnoted) are provided, along with the common name and origin of the plant. Favored plants, i.e., those on which I have noted numerous individuals nectaring simultaneously, are denoted by an asterisk. One interesting observation is that Eumaeus atala atala and E. atala florida both seem to prefer small white flowers with short corollas (Koi, unpublished data) . This may be in part due to the short proboscis of all Lycaenidae hairstreaks, although the obvious color preference warrants further study.
While many other issues remain, such as spraying pesticides for mosquito control, I have been working with several organizations to re-introduce the butterfly within its former range for several years, including Everglades National Park. In addition to re-distributing butterfly populations, coontie is being replanted within historically documented areas, and plants are being redistributed from development sites to safe locations. In South Florida, gardeners in cities such as Coconut Creek, Fort Lauderdale, Hollywood, Key Biscayne, and Wilton Manors are planting coontie and nectar sources for E. atala florida . Local chapters of the North American Butterfly Association and Native Plant Societies have been instrumental in this effort. The atala also seems to flourish in coastal environments (Kilmer 1993) , of which gardeners should be aware; my most successful colonies support this observation (Koi, unpublished data).
Cultivated coontie plants are being used by some landscapers and homeowners as an ornamental (Minno 2002). The atala larvae in these isolated sites may become a pest problem (Culbert 1995) requiring human management of the colony (Koi, unpublished data).
The butterfly is currently listed by the Florida Commission of Rare and Endangered Plants and Animals as a "Species of Special Concern," primarily due to habitat loss and development (Deyrup 1994) . It is also listed as rare and vulnerable (S3) by the State of Florida (NatureServe 2005). The atala is listed under the Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Strategy as one of over 900 species in greatest need of conservation (FWC 2005) . It is also considered a species of management concern in the South Florida Multi-Species Recovery Plan (USFWS 1999).
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